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MAYFLOWER MOVES LABS ACROSS THE COUNTRY  
WITHOUT LOSING A SINGLE CELL 

Lab Transporter Vehicle, developed by VIP Transport, celebrates 15 years of science 
 
 ST. LOUIS – In the age of cutting-edge science, laboratories that facilitate innovative 

development and discovery must have the capability to be mobile.  Yet for years, the relocation 

of laboratories had posed a serious threat due to 15 to 20 percent of lab reagents being lost 

because necessary temperatures could not be maintained. Offering a solution, VIP Transport, a 

Mayflower Transit agent with locations in Corona, Calif., Hayward, Calif. and Jessup, Md., 

designed the Lab Transporter Vehicle, which is equipped with a generator so that freezers, 

ultralows and refrigerators can be plugged in and powered up in transit, allowing entire labs to 

remain operational for scientists during transportation and eliminating down time. Following 

strict safety guidelines and regulations, all drivers and operating staff that handle the lab moves 

are HAZMAT certified from the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Office of Hazardous 

Materials Safety. 

 First used in 1990 to move a lab at the University of California, the Lab Transporter 

Vehicle has helped move hundreds of labs for top universities and private institutions around the 

country, including Harvard, Princeton, Stanford, Washington University and the University of 

Florida.  Dr. Deepak Srivastava recently used VIP Transport’s Lab Transporter Vehicles to 

move his DNA library from the University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas to the 

Gladstone Institute of Cardiovascular Disease at the University of California in San Francisco. 

Srivastava’s impressive research laboratory focuses on heart disease in newborn children and 

adults.  

On July 1, another scientist took advantage of this modern mode of laboratory 

transportation – Dr. Alain Stintzi, an assistant professor at Oklahoma State University’s College 

of Veterinary Medicine. Stintzi moved his laboratory of infectious diseases to the medical school 

at the University of Ottawa in Canada.  
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VIP Transport moves laboratory – add one 

 

“I have a large collection of infectious disease agents that have been genetically 

modified and constructed over the last seven years,” said Stintzi. “This lab, like many others, 

represents years and years of work. It is vital to the quest of scientific discovery that technology 

is available to relocate a lab without disruption.”  

 For the move, VIP Transport packed two large freezers, each twice the size of a 

household refrigerator, with Stintzi’s collection, which consists of more than 15,000 individual 

clones of bacteria, such as Salmonella and Campylobacter, which causes diarrhea.  The 

freezers as well as lab and research equipment were loaded into a special Lab Transporter 

Vehicle, equipped with a generator that the freezers plug into to maintain a required 

temperature of minus 80 degrees Celsius within a climatically controlled van interior during 

transit.  

 “It’s great to be able to assist scientists and biologists, some of whom have dedicated 

years toward their study, in transporting their entire labs and sensitive materials,” said Erica 

Ganey, operations manager for VIP Transport. “By transporting the labs in their entirety, VIP 

Transport can offer substantial cost savings to the customer.  When most people think of 

Mayflower Transit, they conjure images of a trusted, high-quality mover of who may have 

relocated their family but in reality, Mayflower agents are also helping to facilitate the 

advancement of science by providing highly-technological services around the country.”  

 
About VIP Transport, Inc. 
VIP Transport, Inc., an agent of Mayflower Transit, provides domestic and international 
household goods transportation, specialized transportation systems, climatic transportation and 
generator lab transportation.  In business for 23 years, VIP has an extensive history of handling 
high-value and specialty moves, such as computer and medical equipment, exhibits and 
displays, symphonies and entertainment venues, museum exhibits and space equipment. Some 
of VIP Transport’s most notable moves include transporting the Hubble Telescope and other 
satellites and space equipment; transporting The San Francisco Symphony tours across the 
country; and transporting tours such as the Dead Sea Scrolls, Baseball As America, and The 
Majesty of Spain. VIP also specializes in sports team relocations and is the official mover of the 
NBA team Golden State Warriors. VIP Transport has locations in Corona, Calif., Hayward, Calif. 
and Jessup, Md. More information about the company is available at www.viptransport.com. 
 
 
About Mayflower Transit 
Mayflower Transit, founded in 1927, is one of the nation’s oldest and largest van lines and 
transports household goods, electronic equipment, trade show exhibits and displays, works of 
art, and specialized freight, utilizing a network of 700 affiliated agents throughout the United 
States and around the world.  Mayflower’s headquarters offices are located in suburban St. 
Louis, Mo.  Further information about the company is available at www.mayflower.com.  
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